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Create an alignment rubric for assigments and discussions that are tied to specific learning objectives.  
Use them to help track progress toward mastery of those objectives. 

Alignment rubrics must be added to an existing assignment or discussion. 
 

To add an aligned rubric to a course: 

1. In the Advanced row, click the Align Learning Objectives icon      to 
open the Add Learning Objectives window. 

2. To locate learning objectives, click through the standards browser 
levels to each desired objective, or type keywords in the search box .  

3. When you reach the specific learning objective to which you want to 
align your assignment or discussion, click to add it to the content. 

4. Click Add Learning Objective to add the alignment to the content. 

A Learning Objective row now displays between the Scale/Rubric and 
Advanced sections, listing all selected learning objectives. 

5. In the Scale/Rubric row, click the drop-down menu and select 
Create New. 

This adds a new alignment rubric to the assignment or discussion, 
automatically populated with the selected learning objective.  

6. Click the number or the description of the level in the scale to change 
either one. Click Create to save the rubric. 

To grade using an alignment rubric: 

 Open the discussion and click the Grade button  next 
to the student comment you are grading, or open the 
assignment. 

 Click the Rubric button  to open the rubric for the 
discussion or assignment. 

 Click the level in the scale to apply that number as the 
score for each criterion. 
 

 

 

Alternately, click in the box in the Pts column and type  
the number manually. You can also change the overall 
score of the assignment without changing any criterion 
scores by typing a number in the overall points box. 

 Click Save to save the scores. 
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With Rubrics, you can grade assignments and discussions using a standard of performance  
for your students.  Schoology users can create two different types of rubrics: rubrics with custom  

criteria and rubrics with alignments. Review the steps and recommendations in this document for  
information and best practices on how to create alignment rubrics. 
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 Use Alignment Rubrics for...  
 

 

 

 Speeches, debates, and 
presentations can easily be 

aligned to Speaking and Listening 
standards.  Select more than one 

standard for a broader view of 
student learning. 

 

An administrator for your 
account can add any other sets of 
learning objectives, as well– your 
state’s curriculum standards, for 
example. 

 

 

Alignment Rubrics make it easy 
to monitor progress towards 
mastery on nationally 
recognized learning objectives 
such as Common Core and Next 
Generation Science Standards. 

 

 Evaluate lab results via a 
Discussion thread  

to measure progress on Science 
Standards. 

 Align journal prompts to content- 
specific standards such as math. 

 

Common Core Standards are available 
for all Schoology users.  Use the 

alignment button to select the standards 
you wish to measure. 
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